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1 INTRODUCTION  
This Pre-Application Consultation Report (PAC Report) summarises the pre-application public activity 

undertaken by RES (the Applicant) to accompany a Section 36 application to the Scottish Government Energy 

Consents Unit (ECU) under the Electricity Act 1989 for consent to construct and operate Clune Wind Farm (the 

Proposed Development). 

 

2 THE APPLICANT 
RES is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company, working across 24 countries and active in 

wind, solar, energy storage, green hydrogen, transmission, and distribution.  An industry innovator for over 40 

years, RES has delivered more than 27GW of renewable energy projects across the globe and plans to bring 

more than 22GW of new capacity online in the next five years.  

As a service provider, RES has the skills and experience in asset management, operations and maintenance 

(O&M), and spare parts – supporting 41GW of renewable assets across 1,300 sites.  RES brings to the market a 

range of purposeful, practical technology-based products and digital solutions designed to maximise 

investment and deployment of renewable energy.  

RES is the power behind a clean energy future where everyone has access to affordable zero carbon energy 

bringing together global experience, passion, and the innovation of its 4,500 people to transform the way 

energy is generated, stored and supplied. Visit: www.res-group.com 

2.1 Commitment to consultation 
RES is committed to finding effective and appropriate ways of engaging with all its stakeholders, including local 

residents and community organisations, and believes that the views of local people are an integral part of the 

development process. 

RES is also committed to developing long term relationships with the communities around its projects, 

proactively seeking ways in which it can support and encourage community involvement in social and 

environmental projects near its developments. 

The project website (www.clune-windfarm.co.uk) will be updated with a copy of the Section 36 planning 

documents, including this PAC Report, once the planning application has been validated – as well as a link to 

the Scottish Government’s planning portal where the planning documents can be viewed and formal 

consultation comments submitted. 

 

  

http://www.res-group.com/
http://www.clune-windfarm.co.uk/
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3 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
The Proposed Development is for 26 turbines up to tip height of 200m, resulting in an overall site generating 

capacity of 187.2MW, enough to power around 162,5001 homes with clean, low-cost electricity every year. The 

Proposed Development also includes a battery energy storage system to provide flexibility for the grid. 

The site is located approximately 5.5km south of Tomatin in the Highlands and is predominately managed upland 

grouse moorland with agricultural fields and mixed woodland. 

The location of the site is shown in Figure 1.1 of the Clune Wind Farm Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR (Volume 1)).  

The Proposed Development comprises the following:  

• up to 26 three-bladed horizontal axis wind turbines of up to 200m tip height. The wind turbines would 

be nominally rated between 6MW – 8MW. For the purpose of this EIA a candidate turbine rated at 

7.2MW has been used;  

• at each wind turbine, associated low to medium voltage transformers and related switchgear;  

• wind turbine foundations;  

• hardstand areas for erection cranes at each wind turbine location;  

• a network of access tracks including watercourse crossings, passing places, turning heads, and new 

Site entrance from the U2856;  

• borrow pit(s) (dependent on availability of stone within the Site);  

• a substation compound containing electrical infrastructure, control building, welfare facilities and a 

communications mast;  

• a battery energy storage system (BESS), rated at 100MW and associated compound;  

• a network of buried electrical and communication cables;   

• temporary construction, gatehouse and batching plant compounds; 

• signage; and 

• habitat management and biodiversity enhancement (see Technical Appendix 7.5 for further details). 

The Proposed Development also includes plans which seek to deliver habitat improvements, including peatland 

restoration and regenerative planting. Parts of the Site comprise vegetation and peatland which has been 

historically degraded through management of the habitat for shooting, including muirburn, which dries out the 

peat leading to the introduction of poorer quality habitats. As part of the Proposed Development, the Applicant 

would implement a number of habitat improvement proposals to restore these areas and encourage the 

formation of the high quality and important habitats that establish when they are undrained. See Chapter 7: 

Ecology and Technical Appendix 7.5: Outline Habitat Management and Biodiversity Enhancement Plan for further 

details. 

A full description of the Proposed Development is presented in Chapter 3: Proposed Development Description 

(EIAR Volume 1)  

 

1 The 162,418 homes equivalent figure has been calculated by taking the predicted annual electricity generation of the site 

(using the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero(DESNZ) long-term average load factor for [onshore and offshore] wind 
of 32.08% and RES’ predicted site generation capacity of 187.2MW) and dividing this by the annual average electricity figures 
from DESNZ showing that the annual GB average domestic household consumption is 3,239 kWh (January 2024). 
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4 LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT & PROCESS FOR 
CONSULTATION 

The Proposed Development is for a wind farm over 50MW and an application is being made under Section 36 of the 

Electricity Act directly to the Scottish Government’s (ECU).    

Whilst consultation events and engagement are not a statutory requirement under the Electricity Act, the Applicant 

recognises the importance of early and effective consultation to help inform the local community of the Proposed 

Development, provide meaningful engagement and input into the plans.   

For the Proposed Development, the Applicant has followed the Scottish Government’s Planning Advice Note 

(PAN) 3/2010–Community Engagement, which outlines guidance for the Applicant for Pre-Application 

Consultation.  

It outlines that community engagement should be meaningful and proportionate as well as take place at an early 

stage to influence the shape of the Proposed Development.  

PAN 3/2010 uses National Standards for Community Engagement and this provides the Applicant a framework to 

help plan, monitor and evaluate community engagement. It sets out ten standards which are intended as best 

practice guidance: 

• Standard 1: Involvement; identify and involve people and organisations who have an interest in the 

focus of the engagement. 

• Standard 2: Support; identify and overcome barriers to involvement. 

• Standard 3: Planning; gather evidence of need and resources to agree on purpose, scope and actions. 

• Standard 4: Methods; agree and use methods of engagement that are fit for purpose. 

• Standard 5: Working together; agree and use clear procedures that enable participants to work 

together efficiently and effectively. 

• Standard 6: Sharing information; ensure necessary information is communicated between 

participants. 

• Standard 7: Working with others; work effectively with others with an interest. 

• Standard 8: Improvement; develop the skills, knowledge and confidence of the participants. 

• Standard 9: Feedback; feed results back to the wider community and agencies affected. 

• Standard 10: Monitoring and evaluation; monitor and evaluate whether engagement achieves its 

purpose and meets the national standards for community engagement 
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5 SCOPING - FEBRUARY 2024 
The Applicant’s approach has been to provide information and consult with local residents and community 

representatives at an early stage of the process. 

A Scoping Report (Reference number: ECU00005038) for a project of up to 27 turbines, 200m to tip in height, with 

battery storage was submitted to the ECU in February 2024 who then consulted with Statutory and Non-Statutory 

consultees as part of the formal scoping process.  Local and near neighbouring Community Councils were included 

in the list of consultees by the ECU and they were formally notified of the Applicant’s plans to investigate the site 

for a potential wind farm development.   

Letters were issued on 20 February 2024 to households within 3km of the Proposed Development to introduce 

the Applicant and the plans, providing the Development Project Manager’s contact details and a summary of the 

project. At the same time, the project website www.clune-windfarm.co.uk was set up and live so that local 

residents and community representatives can view more information on the plans. 

The Applicant also contacted the local and near neighbouring Community Council on 19 February 2024, once the 

Scoping was validated by the ECU, to introduce the Applicant and the Proposed Development.  The Applicant 

wrote to Strathdearn Community Council and Kincraig & Vicinity Community Council to offer to attend a future 

Community Council meeting at an early stage of the consultation process.  A copy of the letter can be found at 

Appendix A.  It should be noted that Carrbridge Community Council, one of the near neighbouring Community 

Council areas to the Proposed Development, was not an active Community Council at time of submission of 

Scoping. 

The Applicant also contacted the following local elected representatives in February 2024 to introduce the Proposed 

Development and offer a meeting to outline the plans: 

• Local ward members for Inverness South; 

• Local ward members for Strathspey and Badenoch; 

• Local MSP for Inverness and Nairn; and 

• Local MP for Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey. 

 

6 FIRST PUBLIC EXHIBITION & CONSULTATION - 
JUNE 2024 

The Applicant originally planned for events in March 2024 and started the advertising process for them, including 

adverts in the local press and writing to community representatives and local residents.  The exhibitions were 

postponed to June 2024, with notification sent directly to households of the postponement.  The Applicant still 

attended the venues on the two dates originally advertised to meet any residents who may not have seen the 

postponement details. 

The Applicant held consultation events at: 

● Carrbridge Village Hall, Main Road, Carrbridge, PH23 3AA - Tuesday 4 June 2024, 2pm - 8pm 

● The Strathdearn Hub, Tomatin, IV13 7YN - Wednesday 5 June 2024, 2pm – 8pm 

 

Photos below of Carrbridge Village Hall and exhibition material boards/material. 

https://www.clune-windfarm.co.uk/
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Photos below of The Strathdearn Hub and exhibition material boards/material. 

  

The events were to outline the Proposed Development of up to 27 turbines, show photomontages from key 

viewpoints and receive feedback to help inform the preliminary design of the project.  The venues were chosen 

due to their proximity to the Proposed Development and accessible to local residents.   

The exhibitions were publicised in various ways, including:   

• Advert in the Strathspey Herald (23 May 2024) and Inverness Courier (24 May 2024) - providing advance 

notice in the local media of the consultation events;  

• Invitation postcard sent directly to homes and businesses within 12km of the site - the mailout 

included a summary of the Proposed Development and the Applicant, contact details for the 

Development Project Manager and details of the exhibition events and online details;  

• Email summary and invitation to Strathdearn Community Council and Kincraig & Vicinity Community 

Council to highlight the consultation event. The invitation included an online poster/advert and the 

Applicant asked if the Community Councils would consider helping promote the events on their social 

media due to their reach in the local area; 

• Email summary and invitation to local ward members, local MSP and local MP to highlight the 

consultation event; 

• Posters up in the local area. 

All material included the contact details for the project team of the Proposed Development so that residents and 

community representatives could contact the Applicant if they had any comments, feedback or questions.   

On display were 18 information boards (as shown at Appendix E), covering a range of information, including five 

visualisations prepared to NatureScot guidance which helped to give an impression of what the site could look like 
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from different viewpoints in the area.  Comments forms were available to allow attendees to provide comments on 

the project. 

The project website (www.clune-windfarm.co.uk) was uploaded with the exhibition material and an online 

comments form on 4 June 2024 for those unable to attend the in-person event. 

A deadline of 5 July 2024 was set to provide feedback and comments from the first round of exhibitions, giving 

approximately a month for residents and organisations to respond to the Applicant following the exhibition events. 

6.1 JUNE 2024 CONSULTATION FEEDBACK 
Comments on the Proposed Development are derived from the comments forms direct emails to the Applicant 

team during public exhibition events. 

The Applicant recorded 49 attendees who visited the exhibition in the Strathdearn Hub and 15 attendees in 

Carrbridge Village Hall.  

14 comments forms were received by the time that the consultation period closed. There was a mix of feedback, 

including supportive, neutral and negative comments on the proposals. The Applicant acknowledges that the 

feedback on the comments forms may not be representative of the wider community due to the small number (14) 

returned to the team. However, the feedback does provide a summary of some of the key themes raised throughout 

the two days of the exhibition events.  

The Applicant included a multiple-choice question on the comments form that asked people about their attitude to 

the proposal for a wind farm at Clune. The breakdown of responses is as follows:  

Figure 1 - Question 2.1 How do you feel about the preliminary plans for Clune Wind Farm?

 

 

RES also included a multiple-choice question that asked what people thought about the preliminary design layout. 

The breakdown of responses is as follows: 

  

http://www.clune-windfarm.co.uk/
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Figure 2: Question 2.2 What do you think about the proposed preliminary design layout of Clune Wind Farm? 
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6.2 RESPONSE TO JUNE 2024 CONSULTATION FEEDBACK  
There were open ended questions in the comments form to ask for comments on the design of the Proposed Development and to highlight key issues and areas of interest. 

The table is a summary of the main issues raised with the Applicant during the consultation in June 2024 and a summary of answers to the questions and comments at that time. 

Table 1: Summary of topics, key themes, and Applicant response 

Topic Comment Received Response 

Landscape & 
Visual Impact 

 

Cumulative 
Impact 

Turbine height: 
turbines size; too 
visible over wide area. 

Cumulative impact – 
have enough wind 
turbines in this area; a 
number of 
developments being 
proposed in the area. 

Residential amenity: 
turbines will be visible 
from local properties; 
residential amenity 
will be affected. 

The Applicant will consider the design ahead of the next exhibition events following the feedback. 

The turbines being proposed for Clune are up to 200m in height. Wind turbine technology has advanced considerably in recent years, 
meaning that wind turbines are now taller and more efficient which enables them to generate a significantly greater amount of 
electricity per wind turbine.  

There are turbines consented in Scotland at 250m in height and operational wind farms in Scotland at 220m in height. Modern taller 
wind turbines provide more electricity, which helps address the climate emergency and security of energy supply.  

The 200m tall wind turbines proposed at Clune Wind Farm would allow for far greater benefits in terms of renewable electricity 
generation per wind turbine than smaller turbines would. We are looking to achieve a design that strikes an acceptable balance 
between the visibility of the proposal and its ability to generate significant amounts of renewable energy.  

The proposal will be considered in relation to potential cumulative impacts with other developments. At the request from residents 
and community representatives at the exhibition event in Strathdearn Hub, the Applicant will engage with the other developers to 
see how to present information together to allow greater clarity for residents. 

Ultimately, the acceptability of this design will be assessed by the determining authority in relation to current energy policy and 
planning requirements having considered feedback from consultees as well as representations by members of the community and 
wider public. 

Environment 
impacts/ 
concerns 

Wildlife: concerns 
about potential 
impact on wildlife 
(ecology and 
ornithology) – 
including birds of 
prey. 

Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) are a compulsory part of the planning and consenting process for wind farms. The purpose 

of an EIA is to investigate and mitigate any potential effects of a development on the natural, physical and human environment.  

Protecting and minimising any potential direct or indirect impacts on local wildlife and their habitats is of utmost importance and we 

take this responsibility seriously.  

The Applicant will look to mitigate any potential effects of the development during construction and operation on the habitats and 

protected species that are found to be present or active within the site. The findings from the wide range of technical studies and 
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General: general 
comments and 
enquiries about the 
preservation and 
management of the 
environment 
surrounding the wind 
farm. 

environmental surveys (including Archaeology and Cultural Heritage; Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology; and Ornithology and 

Ecology among others) that have been undertaken over the last couple of years will be written up in a comprehensive Environmental 

Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) which the Scottish Ministers will take into account when deciding whether or not to grant consent 

for the wind farm.  

For instance, a wide range of detailed ecological surveys have been undertaken by qualified ecologists as part of the non-avian 

Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA). The non-avian EcIA survey and assessment work is an extensive undertaking, and the findings 

will be included in the EIAR. The planning application and associated documents such as the EcIA and survey data (excluding any 

confidential annexes) will become available for public viewing and comment as part of the formal consultation period which will be 

run by the Scottish Government’s ECU once the planning application is submitted.  

We are in consultation with relevant consultees, including The Highland Council, NatureScot, SEPA, RSPB Scotland, and Marine 

Scotland Science with regard to designated sites, protected areas and protected species. As part of the project design, we are also 

developing an outline Habitat Enhancement and Management Plan for the site which will set out the measures being proposed for 

the site, including a plan for biodiversity enhancement which will focus on improving the biodiversity already found on the site 

beyond offsetting any potential loss of biodiversity from the Proposed Development.  

Although any enhancement measures proposed will look to offset potential impacts of the project, primarily they will seek to 

complement the existing conditions for flora and fauna while expanding their effective reach as much as is practicable. RES has begun 

to look at ways in which it can help support the restoration of peatland areas and continue the great work that has been ongoing 

since the early 2000’s to help regenerate the natural forests of the Kinveachy forest through active forest management programmes.  

Transport General interest 
regarding the 
transport route 

 

Transport route: 
timing in relation to 
the dualling of the A9 

 

Site access: opening 
the site up to cyclists 

A map of the transport route was available at the exhibition event. 

Should the Proposed Development be consented, construction of the development is not expected until the completing of the 
dualling of the Moy to Tomatin section of the A9. The indicative turbine delivery route does not go via any of the nearby settlements.  

RES has begun discussions with the Highland Council and Network Rail regarding using the Reigbeg Railway bridge for access into the 
site entrance. Early discussions between the council and rail operator have concluded that the bridge in its current condition would 
be unsuitable for oversized vehicles. RES is exploring options of either refurbishing or replacing the bridge which would bring positive 
benefits to the council, network operator and wider community.  

Following feedback at the exhibition, RES has begun exploring providing car parking spaces at the site entrance near the Reigbeg 
railway bridge to facilitate members of the public who wish to access the land surrounding the proposed development recreationally. 
We are hoping to establish recreational routes as part of the proposals for the wind farm that are safe and accessible for the general 
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and walkers once the 
wind farm is 
operational 

public post construction.  

Should the project be consented, a detailed Traffic Management Plan would be developed and agreed with Highland Council in 
consultation with Police Scotland, setting out the steps that RES would take to help mitigate any potential impacts on local traffic and 
road users and ensure road safety. Some examples of measures that have been taken by RES on other construction projects include 
introducing a reducing speed limit for project construction traffic along certain stretches of road; avoiding turbine deliveries between 
school-drop off and pick-up and/or rush-hours; delivering turbine components at night-time; and, agreeing certain ‘routes to site’ for 
daily construction traffic.  

RES often establishes local Community Liaison Groups (CLGs) during the construction phase of a wind farm to support regular 
engagement with the local Community Councils and wider public – in addition to project communications and updates via local 
newsletters and the project website. This approach ensures that questions and concerns or opportunities can be raised to RES and 
encourages a constructive dialogue to ensure that the project is delivered with consideration to the local community. 

Community 
Benefit Fund 

Community Benefit 
Funds and a Local 
Electricity Discount 
Scheme (LEDS) were 
main topics both in 
verbal discussions at 
the exhibition and in 
the comments forms. 

Should the project be consented, a community benefit package will be established to support the communities who host, and are 

closest to, the project.  

RES is proposing a tailored package of benefits for the community from the Proposed Development that would be worth £5,000 per 

megawatt (or equivalent) of installed capacity per annum. Based on the current layout design and installed capacity of 187.2MW this 

could equate to a tailored community benefit package of £936,000 (index linked) each year, which over a 40-year operational lifetime 

would mean in excess of £37 million for the local area. 

RES offer the Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS) which could form part of the tailored community benefits package. There was 

strong support and interest at the Clune exhibition events for a LEDS scheme if the Proposed Development was given the go ahead. 

Should the Proposed Development receive consent, the area of benefit will be determined in consultation with community 

representatives from the closest communities.  

It is important to note that voluntary community benefits are not a material planning consideration.  

The Applicant produced a ‘Report on Feedback’, with a summary of the main comments and feedback from the first consultation round.  The Applicant issued the report to 

Community Councils on 4 September 2024 to highlight the issues raised ahead of the second exhibition events and also shared it on the project website.  Copies of the report were 

made available at the second exhibition. A copy is available in Appendix I. 
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7 SECOND PUBLIC EXHIBITION & CONSULTATION - 
SEPTEMBER 2024 

The Applicant held another round of exhibition events in September 2024 as follows: 

● Carrbridge Village Hall, Main Road, Carrbridge, PH23 3AA - Wednesday 18 September, 1pm - 7pm 

● The Strathdearn Hub, Tomatin, IV13 7YN - Thursday 19 September, 1pm - 7pm 

 

The second round of consultation was to provide the updated design of the Proposed Development as it was 

proposed to be submitted to the ECU for determination, summarise feedback from the first round of consultation 

and hear from local residents on the updated design and information.   The Proposed Development on display was 

for 26 turbines, up to 200m – with one turbine removed and other turbines moved since the first round of 

consultation. 

The second exhibition events were advertised in a similar way as the first round via: 

● Advert in the Strathspey Herald (5 September 2024) and Inverness Courier (6 September 2024) - providing 

advance notice in the local media of the consultation events;  

● Invitation postcard sent directly to homes and businesses within 12km of the site - the mailout was to the 

same area as the first mailout invitation. It again included a summary of the Proposed Development and 

the Applicant, changes from the first exhibition round, contact details for the Development Project 

Manager and details of the exhibition events and online details;  

● Email summary and invitation to Strathdearn Community Council and Kincraig & Vicinity Community 

Council to highlight the consultation events. The invitation included an online poster/advert and the 

Applicant asked if the Community Councils would consider helping promote the events on their social 

media due to their reach in the local area.  Email summary and invitation to local ward members; and 

● Posters up in the local area. 

 

The Applicant held the consultation events in the same venues used for the June public exhibitions and included 

the same contact details/point of contact to keep the events consistent with the first round of consultation.  The 

materials followed the same design as the first round of exhibitions to give continuity/clarity to residents and 

community representatives.  

On display were 20 information boards (as shown at Appendix H), covering a range of information, including 

updated visualisations prepared to NatureScot guidance.   The additional boards included a summary of the design 

evolution of the wind farm from the first round of consultation.  New comments forms were available to allow 

attendees to provide comments on the updated project. 

The new consultation material and an online comments form was made available on the project website on 18 

September 2024 to coincide with the start of the in-person exhibition events.  

A deadline of 18 October 2024 was set to provide feedback and comments from the second round of exhibitions, 

again giving approximately a month for residents and organisations to respond to the Applicant following the 

exhibition events.  
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7.1 SEPTEMBER 2024 CONSULTATION FEEDBACK 
The Applicant recorded 14 attendees for the Carrbridge exhibition and 15 attendees at the Strathdearn Hub 

exhibition.  The total over the two days (29 attendees) was fewer than the June exhibitions (64 attendees). 

The Applicant received 16 comments forms - both hardcopy and submitted online via the website. Two forms were 

received after the set deadline but have been included in the summary of comments. The Applicant also received 

several emails from residents with comments on the Proposed Development.  These comments are also taken into 

account by the Applicant and summarised below in the feedback.  Like the first round of exhibition events, there 

was a mix of feedback, although the vast majority of the comments forms and email responses in this round 

highlighted concerns and/or negative comments on the Proposed Development.  

Although there were fewer attendees to the exhibitions, there was a slight increase in comments forms provided 

to the Applicant.  The Applicant acknowledges that the feedback on the comments forms may not be representative 

of the wider community due to the overall small number (16) returned to the team. The feedback in this round 

provides a summary of some of the key themes raised throughout the two days of the exhibition events and the 

main issues - potential visual impact and cumulative impact - are again the same main concerns raised by residents. 

The Applicant included a multiple-choice question on the comments form that asked people about their attitude to 

the proposal for a wind farm at Clune. 80% were ‘opposed’ to the plans, with 13% outlining they are generally 

opposed to wind farms and 7% ‘neutral’ on the plans.  

RES also included a multiple-choice question that asked what people thought about the updated design layout. 

Similar to views on plans for a wind farm at the site, 80% had concerns about the proposed layout, with 13% 

outlining they are generally opposed to wind farms and 7% ‘neutral’.  

Landscape and visual impacts (8 comments) and cumulative impacts (6 comments) were the most common 

concerns highlighted to the Applicant in comments forms.  Cost to the consumer/private profit (4 comments), 

environmental impact concerns (4 comments) and traffic concerns (4 comments) were the next most mentioned 

concerns.  These were the main issues highlighted in the first round of consultation. 

On Community Benefits, the main response was the need for discounted or free electricity (5 comments) and it was 

also highlighted that Community Benefit can be divisive for communities and/or seen as a bribe to communities (4 

comments). 
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7.2 RESPONSE TO SEPTEMBER 2024 CONSULTATION FEEDBACK  
As with the first round of exhibitions, the potential cumulative impact and visual impact of the Proposed 

Development and community benefit queries were the main topics and feedback to the exhibition team.   The below 

table is a summary of other main issues raised with the Applicant during the second consultation and a summary of 

answers to the questions and comments. 

Table 2: Summary of topics, key themes, and Applicant response 

Topic Comment Received Response 

Cumulative 
Impact 

Concerns regarding the number of 
developments in the area/ 
information with all proposed 
developments together 

 

 

Cumulative impacts will be assessed as part of the 
application submission. 

The Applicant took part in a Community Coffee Morning 
with four other Wind Farm Developers and Scottish and 
Southern Energy Networks Transmission on Saturday 30 
November 10am - 12noon at the Strathdearn Community 
Hub, Tomatin. The event was drop-in at any time for local 
residents and community representatives and was 
organised by the developers and the Strathdearn 
Community Council. The Community Coffee Morning 
initiative followed a request by the community to view the 
plans in one setting.  The event allowed the Applicant, 
alongside fellow developers of wind farm projects 
Balnespick, Kyllachy, Highland, and Lynemore, to engage 
with residents and provide up-to-date information on the 
application and the submission timeline.   

Cost to 
consumer 

Comments on the high cost of 
energy while the Highlands already 
hosts a number of wind farms. 

Onshore is one of the cheapest forms of energy 
generation. With more onshore wind on the grid, it will 
bring down energy costs across the UK. 

Onshore wind plays an important part in creating a 
balanced energy mix and is required alongside other 
technologies, such as offshore wind, all of which have 
their merits in relation to cost, efficiency, environmental 
or social benefits. For example, onshore wind is one of the 
lowest cost forms of new electricity generation and can be 
constructed in 12-14 months (quicker than offshore).  

Should the Proposed Development be consented, a 
community benefit package would be established by the 
Applicant to support the communities who host, and are 
closest to, the wind farm. This could include RES’ unique 
Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS) which offers an 
annual discount on the electricity bills of those properties 
closest to a participating operational wind farm. The final 
LEDS discount per property, and extent of eligible area, 
will be determined in consultation with community 
representatives from the closest communities.  
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8 OUTCOME 
The pre-application consultation has helped inform the design of the Proposed Development and has provided local 

residents and community representatives with information on the plans at an early stage.  Changes to the Proposed 

Development due to the consultation and further studies include: 

● Parking area at the site entrance to open up access to the area for local walkers and cyclists; 

● Removal of a turbine and turbines being moved on site in relation to potential visual impacts; and 

● More engagement between Developers due to concerns regarding potential cumulative impact; 

 

9 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT POST S36 
APPLICATION SUBMISSION 

Following submission of the application, the Applicant will continue to engage with the local community on the 

Proposed Development during the planning process.  The Applicant is taking part in a Developer Coffee Morning on 

30 November 2024 and will also write to Community Councils and community representatives on submission of the 

application. 

The project website will also be kept updated to allow residents and community representatives an accessible point 

of public information.  
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10 MEETING BEST PRACTICE GUIDANCE (PAN 
3/2010)  

The Scottish Government’s Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010: Community Engagement states that: “Effective 

engagement with the public can lead to better plans, better decisions and more satisfactory outcomes and can help 

to avoid delays in the planning process. It also improves confidence in the fairness of the planning system”  

As outlined at the start of the PAC Report, there are ten standards in the guidance. The below summary describes 

how these standards have been met in the pre-application consultation: 

Table 3: Meeting Best Practice 

PAN 3/2010 Standard Activities Undertaken 

Involvement: Identify and 
involve the people and 
organisations who have 
an interest in the focus of 
the engagement 

● Letter to nearest neighbours at start of project to introduce Applicant and 
Proposed Development - contact details and offer for residents to get in 
touch, which was taken up by some near neighbours. 

● Local community councils and elected representatives for the Proposed 
Development were identified and contacted with information on the 
proposed development.  

● Offer to meet Community Councils at a monthly meeting at start of process 
and during the pre-application process; 

● Project website with contact details set up at start of the project; 
● Mailout to all households within 12km of the Proposed Development - 

exhibition events in June 2024 and September 2024. 

Support: Identify and 
overcome any barriers to 
involvement 

● Project information available on the website at the start of the process. 
● Able to communicate with the project team via email, letter, telephone, or 

in person;  
● Public Exhibitions in nearest communities to the Proposed Development;  
● Mailout/postcard sent out and adverts in local newspaper Strathspey 

Herald and Inverness Courier; 
● Large A board during exhibitions on the street to help promote the presence 

of Applicant/exhibition events; 
● Comments Forms available in exhibitions and online; 
● Exhibition material available on project website. 

Planning: Gather evidence 
of need and resources to 
agree purpose, scope and 
actions 

● Contact with community councils and elected representatives at time of 
Scoping, outlining proposed approach and requesting feedback/meetings. 

Methods: Agree and use 
methods of engagement 
that are fit for purpose 

● Two rounds of public exhibition events - follow Major Application process, 
including feedback summary at second exhibition event; 

● Project website accessible to interested parties; 
● Updates via host Community Council newsletter - kindly invited to do so by 

the Community Council. 

Working Together: Agree 
and use clear procedures 
that enable participants 
to work together 
effectively and efficiently 

● Dedicated email address, use of hardcopy and online comments forms; 
● Main point of contact throughout consultation process, with details on 

project materials and website; 
● Project contact information provided on all public documentation - adverts, 

mailout, exhibition material, including a dedicated website and email.   

Sharing Information: 
Ensure necessary 
information is 

● Mailout to all residents and businesses within 12km of the site; 
● Email to residents who have asked to be kept updated with project 

events/consultations; 
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PAN 3/2010 Standard Activities Undertaken 

communicated between 
the participants 

● Email invitation to community representatives with updates and exhibition 
timings - updates to Community Councils include offer to attend meetings 
to provide updates/receive further information; 

● Summary of feedback from first round on website and shared with 
Community Councils; 

● Exhibition material online and kept on website after events. 

Working with Others: 
Work effectively with 
others with an interest 

● Direct communication with local residents and any follow with requests; 
● Effective communication via responding to queries and requests and 

directly contacting residents/businesses; 
● Provide summary of Proposed Development to host Community Council for 

their newsletter; 

Improvement: Develop 
the skills, knowledge and 
confidence of the 
participants 

● Development Project Manager for Proposed Development and key RES 
team members in attendance to meet with residents and community 
representatives at events; 

● Same Development Project Manager as point of contact throughout the 
consultation process. 

Feedback: Feedback 
results to the wider 
community and agencies 
affected   

● Feedback report of first event on website, at second consultation, sent to 
Community Councils; 

● PAC report to be made available on website; 
● Individual responses to comment and queries. 

Monitoring and 
Evaluation: Monitor and 
evaluate whether 
engagement achieves its 
purpose and meets the 
national standards for 
community engagement 

● PAC process carried out for S36 application; 
● Continue to monitor best practice and how to improve engagement and 

informing community; 
● Follow Good Practice Principles for Community Benefit from Onshore 

Renewables. 
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11 SUMMARY 
The Applicant has fulfilled and exceeded the minimum statutory consultation activity, including documenting and 

reporting on the consultation activities undertaken. 

The Applicant engaged early with the local community, and over an extended period of time, to facilitate a 

constructive consultation process; this has helped the Applicant to understand and address concerns, where 

possible, as design of the proposed development has progressed. 

The Applicant responded directly to any enquiries received throughout the pre-application phase and offered to 

meet with local residents or key stakeholders who had questions or concerns about the Proposed Development. 

The first round of public exhibitions were held in two locations in the surrounding area to maximise attendance and 

participation in the in-person events.  

The second round of public exhibitions were held in the same locations to present the updated design of the 

Proposed Development to the community and stakeholders. This gave a further opportunity for people to speak 

directly with the project team comment on the proposals. 

All of the information presented at both rounds of public exhibitions was also available to view on the project 

website, from the day of the first event. 

Both rounds of public exhibitions were prominently publicised and the Applicant is grateful to everyone who took 

the time to attend the events and provide feedback on the Proposed Development during the respective 

consultation periods. The feedback received has been carefully logged, analysed, and summarised within this PAC 

Report. In addition, a detailed summary of the feedback received during the June 2024 consultation and the 

Applicant’s response to key themes raised was included in the ‘Report on feedback’ which was made available at 

the September 2024 public exhibitions and online (Appendix I). The Applicant has listened to the feedback from the 

local community and considered this in relation to the design of the Proposed Development including the following: 

● Parking area at the site entrance to open up access to the area for local walkers and cyclists; 

● Removal of a turbine and turbines being moved on site in relation to potential visual impacts; and 

● More engagement between Developers due to concerns regarding potential cumulative impact.  

 

The Applicant is committed to being a good neighbour and will build on this pre-application consultation. The 

Applicant has an ‘open door’ policy which means that anyone can contact them about the Proposed Development 

at any stage and they will respond in a timely manner. The Development Project Manager’s contact details have 

been made available for this purpose, via exchange of information at the public exhibitions, the project newsletters 

and project website. 

The project website (www.clune-windfarm.co.uk) will be updated regularly to enable people to keep up to date 

with the latest news about the proposed development as it progresses. 

Once the planning application documentation have been validated by the ECU, the Applicant will write to political 

representatives, community organisations and local residents, to provide them with the planning reference number 

and information on how they can submit a formal representation, should they wish to do so. 

It is the intention of the Applicant to be available to attend forthcoming community council meetings following 

submission of the planning application to answer any further questions the community may have. 
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APPENDICES 

• Appendix A – Introductory Letter to Community Representatives (19 February 2024)  

• Appendix B – Introductory Letter to Near Neighbours (19 February 2024) 

• Appendix C - Public Exhibition Newspaper Advert (23/24 May 2024) and Poster 

• Appendix D - Public Exhibition Mailout to Residents/Businesses (June 2024) 

• Appendix E - Public Exhibition Materials (June 2024), including Comments Form 

• Appendix F - Public Exhibition Newspaper Advert (5/6 September 2024) and Poster 

• Appendix G - Public Exhibition Mailout to Residents/Businesses (September 2024) 

• Appendix H - Public Exhibition Materials (September 2024), including Comments Form 

• Appendix I – Report on Feedback (available at September 2024 Exhibition) 
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Appendix A - Introductory Letter to Community Representatives (19 February 2024) 
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Appendix B – Introductory Letter to Near Neighbours (19 February 2024) 
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Appendix C - Public Exhibition Newspaper Advert (23/24 May 2024) and Poster 
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Appendix D - Public Exhibition Mailout to Residents/Businesses (June 2024) 

 

 

Appendix E - Public Exhibition Materials (June 2024), including Comments Form 
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Comments Form – June 2024 
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Appendix F - Public Exhibition Newspaper Advert (5/6 September 2024) and Poster 
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Appendix G - Public Exhibition Mailout to Residents/Businesses (September 2024) 
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Appendix H - Public Exhibition Materials (September 24) 
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Comments Form – September 2024 
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Appendix I – Report on Feedback (available at September 2024 Exhibition) 
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